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ell Chapter J, who can believe that 
it is July?  The chapter racked up 
another 2,500 miles to Americade 

and to Charlestown West Virginia in the 
month of June, and boy was it adventurous!  
The Adirondack’s in upstate New York is 
some of the most beautiful country for 
motorcycle riding.  If you have never been to 
Lake George, you should definitely put this 
on your calendar to attend.  Check out our 
webpage.  There are some beautiful pictures 
posted.  Out of all the riding we have 
experienced, I think we experienced all four 
seasons in less than a week on this ride!  
When we departed from Annapolis on June 
3rd, there were the remnants of a hurricane 
coming up the coast.  It was already raining 
in Richmond when we departed at 7am.  We 
stayed ahead of the storm…most of the 
way, until about two and a half hours outside 
of Lake George, New York.  We finally had 
to put our rain gear on.  We rode the last two 
hours in the rain.  But even with the rain, it 
was a great trip up to Lake George.  It took 
up about 10 and ½ hours to get there from 
Annapolis.  Now, after checking into the 
hotel, which was a lovely little place about 8 
miles outside of Lake George, we all got a 
great nights rest.  It was a comfortable hotel.  
Now I’m not going into details for the whole 
week, but I will touch on a few highlights.  
First, we took a trip up to Lake Placid.  Now 
keep in mind we took no winter gear with us.  
Who would think you’d need it in June??  
Lake Placid was about an hour and a half 
ride from Lake George through some of the 
most beautiful countryside.  Now of course, 
as we were going up in altitude, it was 
getting colder and colder.  When we arrived 
in Lake Placid at about 10:30 AM, it was 
only 37 degrees.  The girls were frozen!  I 
must admit, I was a little cold myself.  The 
first stop was Starbuck’s where the gang 
took over the fireplace for approximately an 
hour and a half!  The girls finally ventured 

out to do some shopping.  Us guys, very 
reluctantly tagged along, but we were very 
far behind.  Now as I said earlier, I’m not 
going to go into every detail, but over the 
next couple of days the chapter did some 
very hard riding through hundreds of miles 
of country roads.  Believe it or not, we have 
a Ninja in our group.  His name is Terry 
Gardner.  This man led us through some 
very twisty, winding roads.  I won’t mention 
the speeds, but Jim Lehr would be proud!  
On one of our trips, when we let him loose, 
we ended up at the Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
factory in Vermont.  This is what he looked 
like when we got there. 

 
Now Terry felt very comfortable on these 
roads since this was his 26th (?) visit to 
Americade…into the upstate New York area.  
As everyone commented, he would make a 
good tour guide in his second career after 
he retires from his Maryland government 
job.  Our hat goes off to Terry.  He led us on 
some very wonderful and memorable rides 
on this trip.  As I said, if you ever want to 
experience true mountain riding through 
upstate New York, into Vermont, this is what 
your Gold Wing is made for.   
On one of our adventures, which ended up 
being a 14 hour riding day, and about 386 
miles later, KV and I experienced what could 
have been a very tragic problem with our 
1800.  On this trip we were doing some very 
hard riding through some very twisty roads 
at speeds that would make Jim Lehr smile 
from ear to ear.  We were entering a little 
village that must have received some federal 
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funding for road work recently as they were 
milling the road for new asphalt.  Because of 
the rough roads, we slowed to 
approximately 25 to 30 MPH.  Once my bike 
hit this road, the rear end started to shimmy 
very vigorously, like it would if you had a 
blowout.  In fact, I though I did.  It took 
everything I had to hold the bike upright.  
Once I got the bike stopped, I got off and 
kicked the tires.  To my surprise, they were 
as hard as a rock.  Since I was “drag” the 
group was a good distance in front of us.  I 
did radio that I had troubles and I was 
stopping.  Ray & Cheryl Hartman circled 
back to check to make sure we were alright.  
I told them I thought I had a blowout but both 
tires looked fine.  I jumped back on the bike 
and took off to catch up with the group.  In 
less that a half mile, the bike started 
shimmying vigorously again.  This time 
when I stopped, I put the bike up on the 
center stand.  And to my surprise and to 
everyone else’s in the group, when I kicked 
the back tire, it shook like a bag of potatoes!!  
The first thought in my mind was boy were 
we lucky!  Secondly, I didn’t even know 
where in God’s country we were!  And how 
was I going to get this bike home?!?  Now 
getting over the initial shock, and after 
further inspection, I found that one lug nut 
and stud on the rear tire had sheared off 
completely and was gone.  The remaining 
four were barely holding and could be turned 
with my fingers.  Now of course, in the 
Honda toolkit that comes with the 
motorcycle, there was nothing in it that 
would fit the lug nuts on the rear tire.  Ray 
Hartman went back to the village that we 
had passed through a few miles back.  He 
was able to borrow from a local Chevrolet 
dealer a wrench and a 19mm socket so we 
could tighten the remaining four lug nuts.  
Now of course we were paranoid, so at the 
very next village I bought a ratchet and a 19 
mm socket and for the remainder of the trip, 
I would check and re-check that the lug nuts 
were tight.  For the remainder of the trip, for 
the whole group, this was a hot topic.  From 
sabotage, to possible poor workmanship, to 
who did I irritate?  So much so that Ray 
Hartman went the next day, directly to the 

Honda vendor tent and spoke with the 
Honda mechanics and told them of our 
experience.  He was told that Honda had 
never heard of lug nuts backing off, but they 
are supposed to be checked every 4,000 
miles.  Now, the last time I had the rear tire 
off was when Honda Power Sports in 
Crofton put new tires and the new chrome 
rims on my bike.  That was approximately 
8,000 miles ago, so I can’t blame them.  But 
either way, God must have been riding with 
us that day.  Apparently the only thing 
holding the tire on that day was one lug and 
lug-nut.  I must say, in 31 years of riding a 
motorcycle, I can’t say that I have ever 
checked the lug nuts or fasteners for the 
tires I have ever owned.  I will now.  In fact, 
the ratchet and socket are now part of my 
1800 tool pack.   In closing, check the tire 
pressure in your tires and add a check of the 
lugs on your rear tire every 4,000 miles to 
make sure they are tight. 
Until next time, ride safe.    Also, keep in 
mind, we are heading south in the month of 
July.  We are going to Myrtle Beach.  Get 
your bike ready because I think this year is 
going to be over 15,000 miles ridden by the 
Chapter by summer’s end.  So come out 
and get involved. 
 
Michael & Kathrynn 
 
 

Assistant Chapter Directors 
David & Kathy Dolinger 
 

Dave & Kathy will return next month with 
news of astounding feats. 

 

Chapter Educators 
Al General & Jackie Bond 
 
�
Al & Jackie will have a thoughtful article for 

all of our chapter members next month. 



Ride Coordinator 
Ron Willingham 
 

i Chapter J!  I am writing an article for 
anyone who is thinking about 
changing the spark plugs and spark 

plug wires on an 1800 Gold Wing. It is really 
quite simple and it only takes one hour to 
perform. 
My 2002 -1800 Gold Wing has 153,690 
almost trouble free miles on it. This is only 
the second set of spark plugs that I have 
installed as performance and fuel mileage 
has never faltered in the least. The first set 
was changed at 78000 miles. Although my 
reasons for changing the spark plug wires 
were minor. 
I had experienced occasional engine shut 
down in heavy rains when coming to a stop. 
Although the engine would restart it was 
irritating so I assumed that the wires had 
loss some resistance and were leaking 
electricity to ground on metal parts. 
Increasing the RPMs would eliminate this 
but was irritating. 
The plug wires were rather expensive 
$150.00 I thought but were custom made for 
fit. 
You only need two hex wrenches and an 8 
MM socket to perform this task. After 
removal of the lower front cowl then the 
upper black coil cover, the three coils are 
attached to the frame on a shared bracket 
with two bolts to the A frame. Replacing 
them one at a time was easy. My spark 
plugs looked like new except that the gap 
was .048 instead of the required .039 - .043. 
But as I have said my performance and fuel 
mileage never changed. I have always 
gotten 41 to 44 mpg. 
I have not ridden in any rain to see if new 
wires have corrected the problem. I will 
inform you later. 
See you later on some rides. 
Ride often & ride safe. 
 
Ron 

 
 
Former MD-J member Barry Monaco, 
now a member of SC-J, drops us a 
line: 
 
A few Sundays ago, a hundred acres of 
woods burned about a quarter of a mile 
away.  There has still been some smoke 
around in the mornings. Today someone 
banged on my door and told me to move my 
motorcycle.  The house next door was on 
fire. The white car and house in the 
foreground are mine. 
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Only $7.00 each! 

Other items include: 
Visit-A-Chapter Pin $5.00 ea. 

Visit-A-Chapter Bars $2.00 ea. 
Iron-On Chapter “J” logo $1.00 ea. 

4” Maryland District Patch $7.00 ea. 
4” Circular National Patch $5.00 ea. 

 

Chapter “J” 
Patches are 
available in a 
smooth looking 
6-color design 

If your “J”-mart classified ad 
item has sold, please contact 
our Chapter Newsletter Editor 

to have it removed!  
Otherwise, you may still get 

calls on the item! 

“ J”  mart 
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If your name appears above and you appear 

at this month’s chapter gathering, your 
individual breakfast will be “on the house”! 
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If you are a member of Chapter “J” and your 

name(s) should be on either of these two 
lists, please contact our Chapter Directors. 
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